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Wesley opened the package and laid a
brown leather lunch box on the table.
“Might be a couple of books, or drawing
tools or most anything that's neat and
genteel. You see, it opens this way.”

It did open, and inside was a space for
sandwiches, a little porcelain box for cold
meat or fried chicken, another for salad, a
glass with a lid which screwed on, held by
a ring in a corner, for custard or jelly, a
flask for tea or milk, a beautiful little
knife, fork, and spoon fastened in holders,
and a place for a napkin. ¥
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He handed Elnora the leather lunch box,
with her name carved across the strap in
artistic lettering....

Elnora slipped the strap and turned back
the lid.

This disclosed the knife, fork, napkin,
and spoon, the milk flask, and the interior
packed with dainty sandwiches wrapped
in tissue paper, and the little compartments
for meat, salad, and the custard cup. 5)
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“I had milk in that bottle, see! And
custard in the cup. There was salad in the
little box, fried chicken in the large one,
and nut sandwiches in the tray. You can

see crumbs of all of them. &’
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He was a mite of a boy, nothing but skin-
covered bones, his burned, freckled face
in a mortar of tears and dust, his clothing
unspeakably dirty, one great toe in a
festering mass from a broken nail, and
sores all over the visible portions of the
small body. n
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“What have you collected?” asked the
Bird Woman, as she helped Elnora to
sandwiches unlike any she ever before had
tasted, salad that seemed to be made of
many familiar things, but you were only
sure of celery and apples, and a cup of hot
chocolate that would have delighted any
hungry school girl. 8
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She went to her room, knelt by a big
black-walnut chest and hunted through its
contents until she found an old-fashioned
cook book. She tended the fire as she read
and presently was in action. She first sawed
an end from a fragrant, juicy, sugar-cured
ham and put it to cook. Then she set a couple
of eggs boiling, and after long hesitation
began creaming butter and sugar in a crock.
An hour late the odour of the ham, mingled
with some of the richest spices of “happy
Araby,” in a combination that could mean
nothing save spice cake, crept up to Elnora
so strongly that she lifted her head and
sniffed amazedly. 1D
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Half the bread compartment was filled
with dainty sandwiches of bread and
butter sprinkled with the yolk of egg and
the rest with three large slices of the most
fragrant spice cake imaginable. The meat
dish contained shaved cold ham, of which
she knew the quality, the salad was
tomatoes and celery, and the cup held
preserved pear, clear as amber. There was
milk in the bottle, two tissue-wrapped
cucumber pickles in the folding drinking-
cup, and a fresh napkin in the ring. %
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No lunch was ever daintier or more
palatable; of that Elnora was perfectly
sure. And her mother had prepared it for
her!

She glanced around her and then to her
old refuge, the sky. “She does love me!”
cried the happy girl. “Sure as you're born
she loves me; she just hasn't found it out
yet!” 13)
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Undoubtedly Mrs.Comstock was showing

Margaret Sinton the “frills”. The cake
was still fresh, and there were four slices.
The sandwiches had to be tasted twice
before Elnora discovered that beechnuts
had been used in a peanut recipe, and they
were a great improvement. There were
preserved strawberries in the cup, potato
salad with mint and cucumber in the dish,
and a beautifully browned squab from the
stable loft.
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